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Honors English 2 Summer Reading Assignment 2019 

1. Read the attached letter with your parents. Both of you should sign and return this to Mrs. Warren (room 121) 

by June 7, 2019. 

2. Choose one book off the summer reading list (attached) and complete the summer reading assignment (below). 

This list has been chosen based on the books most frequently used on the AP Literature Exam.  

3. Join the google classroom (zoq8zuc) and complete the letter of introduction assignment, due June 11. 

Specific requirements for the reflection: 

Summer reading will be due on the first week of school and graded in the Academic Assessments category of your grade. 

After the assignment, in parentheses, is the common core standard each question or prompt correlates to. Essays should 

be typed according to the Modern Language Association’s formatting guides (see page 4). 

1. Identify the book's title, author's name, copyright date, and number of pages. Underline or italicize the title.   

2. In approximately 200 words (or one typed, double spaced page), write a brief summary of the plot, including the 

beginning, the middle, and the end. Make sure that you are completing this on your own, rather than copying and 

pasting it from an internet source. Include only relevant details. (RL 2) 

3. Cite (that is, quote word for word using quotation marks) a passage from the book develops a specific theme.  Then 

explain how it supports that theme and how the theme develops throughout the novel, in two well-developed 

paragraphs (one to analyze the quote and one to explain how the theme develops throughout the novel) Remember 

that themes are not just one word, despite what Sparknotes may have you believe. (RL 2) 

4. Explain the significance of the title in one to two well-developed paragraphs. Authors rarely choose a title randomly. 

Dig for symbolic meaning. The title may be a metaphor, or it may represent some specific incident in the book. In any 

case, consider carefully the significance of the title and explain your thinking, referencing specific details from the text 

(these do not have to be quotes).  (RL 4) 

5. In a two page paper, identify and describe the development of the tone of the text. Include at least three quotes from 

various parts of the text to support your claim. Be sure to analyze your quotes, rather than summarizing them. (RL 4) 

6. Write a one page response that identifies one literary device the author frequently uses (similes, metaphors, symbols, 

etc) and explain how it leads to a deeper understanding of the plot and/or characters.  Give at least two quotes from 

your book and analyze your quotes. (RL 4) 

Please clearly delineate between each part of the assignment. 

All length requirements for assignments 3-6 are minimum requirements. If you feel you need to write more to 

successfully answer the prompt, feel free to. 
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23 May 2019 

Dear Future Honors English 2 Students and Families, 

Welcome to Honors English 2! I am excited to have you in class next year and to grow and learn with you. First, I’d like 

to introduce myself to those who do not know me. My name is Mrs. Warren. I have been a teacher and coach in the North 

Santiam School District since 2008; I started my career teaching seventh grade at Stayton Middle School and I have coached 

volleyball, soccer, and softball. I grew up in Salem and attended South Salem High School, where I earned International 

Baccalaureate certificates in English and History. I started my college career at Seattle University, but transferred to Linfield 

College where I graduated with a degree in English Literature. I received my Masters of Arts in Teaching from Western Oregon 

University in 2008. 

As you will be taking a honors class next year, I am requiring that over the summer you choose one book off of the list 

attached to read and analyze. This list was created to challenge you, as well as to give you access to books that you may be 

exposed to on the AP Literature test and in higher education. This assignment will allow me to assess where your analytical 

skills are as a class so that I can plan accordingly for the year. It will be a part of your grade for first semester. If you do not 

turn it in on time, you’ll be required to do the makeup summer reading assignment over winter break. 

Next year will be, at times, difficult for you. We start off the year with the hardest text we will read: Joseph Conrad’s 

novella Heart of Darkness. I am aware that this is a text above grade level, however Honors English 2 is designed to challenge 

you and asks you to read texts sophomores aren’t generally exposed to. We will spend time at the beginning of the year 

looking at strategies for reading challenging texts, and I’d suggest to parents that if your student is struggling it may be helpful 

to purchase copies of the texts so that your child can annotate them. A list of texts for the year will be available via email this 

summer and on the syllabus you receive the first day of school.  

There are many different philosophies on how to teach an Honors or AP course. My philosophy is not necessarily to 

overwhelm a student with a lot of worksheets and homework, though there will be times when you do have a lot of work. 

Instead, we will attempt to engage as a class in looking at these works more in depth, analyzing image patterns and motifs, 

themes, characterization, and how they fit into the context of when they are written and trends in literature as a whole. The 

majority of your homework for the year will be doing your reading outside of class and answering questions based on what 

you have read, or work you do not finish during the class period. If you struggle with these questions, please talk to me via 

email or in person. 

If you or your parents have any questions over the summer, please contact me through my email, as this will be the 

means of communication I check most often. I am looking forward to next year, and I hope that you are as well. 

Laura Warren 

Laura.Warren@nsantiam.k12.or.us 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parents: Please sign below to indicate both you and your student have read the letter above. Then detach and return to Mrs. Warren. 

 

Student Name:              

Student Signature            

Parent/Guardian Signature:             

mailto:Laura.Warren@nsantiam.k12.or.us
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Honors 2 Summer Reading List 

Parents, please make sure you are comfortable with the book your student has chosen. Some books have mature 

content. There are brief descriptions available of each book on amazon.com. If your student would like to read and 

analyze a different book, he or she must get it cleared through me. Next to each book, in parentheses, is the number of 

times it has been used on the AP Literature Exam between 1971 and 2015. Some books have been omitted because they 

will be taught in Honors II or AP Lit.

Ellison, Ralph The Invisible Man (26) 

Bronte, Emily Wuthering Heights (20) 

Shakespeare, William King Lear (17) 

Dostoevski, Fyodor Crime and Punishment (16) 

Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre (16) 

Twain, Mark The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (15) 

Melville, Herman Moby Dick (15) 

Joyce, James Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man (14) 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel The Scarlet Letter (13) 

Hurston, Zorah Neale Their Eyes Were Watching God (13) 

Heller, Joseph Catch 22 (12) 

Chopin, Kate The Awakening (12) 

Melville, Herman Billy Budd (11) 

Silko, Leslie Marmon Ceremony (11) 

Faulkner, William  A Light In August (11) 

Sophocles Antigone (10) 

Faulkner, William As I Lay Dying (10) 

Morrison, Toni Beloved (10) 

Walker, Alice The Color Purple (10) 

Williams, Tennessee The Glass Menagerie (10) 

Wright, Richard Native Son (10) 

Morrison, Toni Songs of Solomon (10) 

Williams, Tennessee A Streetcar Named Desire (10) 

Miller, Arthur Death of a Salesman (9) 

Forester, E.M. A Passage to India (9) 

Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin in the Sun (9) 

McCarthy, Cormac All the Pretty Horses (8) 

Tolstoy, Leo Anna Karenina (8) 

Anaya, Rudolfo Bless Me, Ultima (8) 

Voltaire Candide (8) 

Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath (8) 

Hardy, Thomas Jude the Obscure (8) 

Sinclair, Upton The Jungle (8) 

James, Henry Portrait of a Lady (8) 

Morrison, Toni Sula (8) 

Beckett, Samuel Waiting for Godot (8) 

Paton, Alan Cry, the Beloved Country (7) 

Warren, Robert Penn All the King’s Men (7) 

Wharton, Edith Ethan Frome (7) 

Conrad, Joseph Lord Jim (7) 

Flaubert, Gustave Madame Bovary (7) 

Hardy, Thomas The Mayor of Casterbridge (7) 

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice (7) 

Faulkner, William The Sound and the Fury (7) 

Hemingway, Ernest The Sun Also Rises (7) 

Shakespeare, William The Tempest (7) 

Hardy, Thomas Tess of D’Ubervilles (7)
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Formatting: 

Please format your assignment according to MLA (Modern Language Association) Standards. This means Times New 

Roman size 12 font, 1 inch margins, and double spaced. The header on the first page only should be your name, teacher 

name, class name, and date in MLA format (date month year: note the lack of commas please). If you include a title to 

your project, it should be centered on the page, with the same formatting considerations. Assignment titles are not 

bolded, underlined, italicized, or a different size. 

Here is an example of a header: 

Brody Johnson 

Mrs. Warren 

Pre AP Literature 

22 April 2015 

Summer Reading Project 

Please be sure to cite your quotes using parenthetical in text citations; this is how you’ve learned to cite in English 1. 

Here is an example: While exploring a new area, the father describes the fear they felt by saying, “the boy hung on to his 

hand. He was terrified” (McCarthy 107). Please note the punctuation, as it is important.  

*For a play, instead of using the author’s last name and page number, it is Act.Scene.Lines. Here is an example: 

Macbeth’s guilt causes him to imagine a voice crying out, “Sleep no more! Macbeth doth murder sleep” (2.2.32-33). 

Common Mistakes: 

 Making a value judgment with no literary analysis.  Please do not include things like “I like or dislike…”; “This is one of my 

favorite…”; “This is a good example…” without giving an explanation or literary analysis. 

 

 Including quotes with no analysis. 

 

 Generic statements: “This book was great”; “This book changed the way I look at things”; “This book was enjoyable”. These 

statements do not mean anything in terms of analysis; they are filler statements that do not show any deeper 

understanding of the literature. 

 

 Quotes should never be longer than their analysis. If you find a quote that is four lines long, you should be able to include at 

least four lines of analysis at the bare minimum. Be selective of your quote choices and how long they are. 

 

 No lead-ins to quotes other than “for example”. Be sure to include context: who is saying it, what is happening, who are 

they talking to, etc. Remember that the author is rarely the one speaking; it is almost always the narrator. Lead-ins should 

be a part of the sentence with the quote. For example: After reading the letter from her husband about the weird sisters’ 

prophecies, Lady Macbeth says, “Take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers” (1.5.49). 

 

 Not understanding the difference between a topic and a theme. Love is a topic. The importance of familial love is a theme.  
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Please staple this grading rubric to the front of your Summer Reading Homework and turn in by Friday, September 6. 

Standard I can… Needs Improvement (5/6) Meets (7/8) Exceeds (9/10) Score 

RL 9-10.2 Determine a theme 

or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its 

development over the course 

of text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary 

of the text. 

 Summary: I can 
summarize what 
I have read. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Theme: I can 
identify a theme 
and analyze its 
development 
throughout the 
text. 

 No summary 
attempted or 
incomplete 
summary. 
 
 
 
 

 Does not identify 
theme, analyze 
development, or find 
relevant evidence to 
support it; or, 
identifies theme 
incorrectly. 

 Summary includes all 
major points, but 
may miss some 
important aspects 
with some texts or 
insert personal 
opinions. 
 

 Attempts to identify 
theme but misses an 
important aspect or 
does not successfully 
analyze 
development; quote 
may not support 
development but 
does address theme 

 Summary concisely 
and objectively 
includes all 
important aspects of 
text. 
 
 
 

 Theme is identified, 
development is 
analyzed, and quote 
supports the 
development of the 
theme. 

 

             /10 

 

 

             /10 

RL 9-10.4 (Title) Determine 

the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in 

the text, including figurative 

and connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact 

of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone. 

 Title: I can 
identify and 
explain the 
significance of 
the title. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tone: I can 
analyze the 
development of 
tone throughout 
the novel. 

 

 

 

 

 Lit device: I can 
analyze the 
author’s use of 
literary devices. 

 Does not attempt to 
identify significance 
of title or does not 
analyze.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Does not identify 
tone or identifies 
tone inaccurately; 
does not include 
evidence. 

 

 

 

 Does not identify 
literary devices or 
identifies them 
incorrectly. 

 Attempts to analyze 
significance of title, 
but analysis is overly 
broad or 
underdeveloped. 
Few or unrelated 
examples from text 
are given. 
 

 Attempts to identify 
tone but analysis is 
overly broad or 
underdeveloped. 
Few or unrelated 
examples from the 
text are given. 

 
 Attempts to identify 

literary devices but 
analysis is overly 
broad or partially 
incorrect; evidence 
supports literary 
device, but possibly 
not analysis. 

 Analysis of title is 
developed and 
supported with 
details from the text 
and/or time period. 

 
 
 
 
 Analysis of tone is 

developed and 
enhanced by 
evidence from the 
text. 

 
 
 
 Literary device is 

identified correctly 
and thoughtful 
analysis given to 
author’s use; 
evidence enhances 
analysis. 

 

             /10 

 

 

 

             /10 

 

 

 

             /10 

W.9-10.1.D: Establish and 

maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending 

to the norms and conventions 

of the discipline in which they 

are writing. 

 I can establish 
and maintain a 
formal tone and 
write following 
the conventions 
style appropriate 
to academic 
writing. 

 Tone switches from 
formal to casual 
frequently; 
conventions errors 
impede readability. 

 Tone switches 
infrequently from 
formal to casual; 
some conventions 
errors are present 
but do not 
significantly impede 
readability. 

 Maintains academic 
tone throughout 
essay; no 
conventions errors 
or so few that 
readability is not 
impacted. 

 

 

             /10 

 

 /60 TOTAL 

Name:         

Per:         

Date:         


